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A number of prisons or prison carps } j aifi« ghhnrT n/ y areas, are 

described by- the tern "Obos Filtracyiwy 11 (filtration! camp); it is under- 
stood that these are used mostly for ^arsons caught by the MOP while at- 
te? ptin^ to cross the frontier illegally into Germany. Many Polish miners 
who had worked in France and returned to Poland are said to be anon" the 
innate ss finding conditions in Poland not what they had been led to expect, 
they had tried to escape* Other inmates are Jews who were no longer willing 
to remain in Poland, The French officials arrested in 1949 on charges of 
espionage are said to have been held in "filtration camps" in Jauer (Jax/or ow) 
or Pro s lau Jtto clau) until their trial. ■ 

The "chmpa" are actually located in r egular prison buildings* There is one 
in Jauer, one i n Glatg (K^y.|rr>\ ^an^ at least three in Breslau* Of these 
the largest, called Xleczi (nlcK h as bet^en 500 and 1,000 cells; it is 
in a prison built by the Germans, to which the Poles have added another build- 
ing* A former inmate has stated that cells designed for one prisoner now hold 
six or eight. Besides the would-be border-crossers, this camp now contains 
also political prisoners, mostly members of the Peasant Party* Beginning early 
in January, new arrivals included many shopkeepers and business men* 

A second prison in Breslau is called Hadowy; it is reported that there was an 
epidemic of typhus in this prison during the first part of January 1950* The 
third prison, called Fcdwale Olawskie* which serves also as district headquarters 
for the Polish Security Police, is used principally to house prisoners charged 
id.th sabotage and espionage* 

The favorite nethod for securing confessions appears to be incarceration in 
special small cells where the ternne nature can be regulated to well below freez- 
ing* If, however, a prisoner in recalcitrant, the ?HFD may be called in to help 
with the interrogation. Fris oners in whom the Russians themselves are interested 
are removed by the "!VD, and interrogated for prolonged periods at Liegnitz (Lignica) 

The severity of imprisonment in the "filtration carps" is said to be mitigated 
to some degree by the guards’ susceptibility to bribes. 
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6„ Confessions obtained at the prisons are 3ont to the "Special Commission" 
(Xonisja Specialna) , a tribunal which imposes sentences on defendants in 
absentia,, The usual sentence is two to five years in a labor camp called 
Mllencln, near Wloclavrek (J 73) » 


TOP SECRET /CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP83-00415R004400090003-0 



